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HANHAM COURT 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
Oxford Dictionary of Place Names : in referring to Hanham, states that this means either 
Hana, a Cock, or Hana, a personal name or Han, a stone.  The existence of such places 
as Cockroad and Cockshot Hill makes it likely that Hanham means the home of the 
woodcock, a wildfowl which once abounded in the forest.  ‘Ham’ a Saxon word meaning 
‘home’. 
 
Hanham Court stands on the Via Julia or Julian Road above the River Avon at an ancient 
ferry crossing.  The road runs from Bath to the Roman port at Avonmouth, when the 
Romans conquered the country in A.D. 43 they made a road, the Via Julia, from the city of 
Bath, passing through the forest to Sea Mills, then to the Severn where a ferry carried the 
legions across to Caerwent in Wales.  Historically and architecturally there is evidence at 
the site from almost every century since the Norman Conquest. [The Normans : 1066-
1154] 
 
What was essentially a solid Norman House has been embellished over many generations 
with Early English, Tudor and 18th and 19th century alteration and additions.  
Nevertheless some historians think that there was a manor house here, possibly wooden, 
which would take us back to Saxon times.   
 
It is difficult to determine the exact date of the first manor house but it seems certain that a 
house did exist, in some manner, before the Norman Conquest.  Hanham itself formed 
part of the large manor of Bitton when the ancient forest of Kingswood, now obliterated, 
covered almost the whole neighbourhood, in fact the forest began near Pucklechurch and 
lay over, and extended beyond St George and the surrounding district of East Bristol, and 
also extended a considerable distance along the other side of the Avon into Somerset, a 
part of which was called Filwood. 
 
In Rev E W Plowright’s book The Story of Hanham he says “Saxon Kings hunted here in 
Kingswood Forest for it is recorded that on 26 May A.D. 946, the Saxon King, Edmund the 
Magnificent, Grandson of Alfred the Great, was stabbed to death at the Saxon palace of 
Pucklechurch after hunting in Kingswood Forest.  In later years it was called Kingswood 
Chase”.  
 
The garden still shows the influence of Canon Ellacombe of Bitton - Henry Nicholson 
Ellacombe, vicar of Bitton and Rural Dean and Honorary Canon of Bristol 1822 - 1916 - 
who wrote the highly popular book ‘In a Gloucestershire Garden’ published in 1895.  He 
mentions happy times at Hanham Court and thousands of cyclamen and snowdrops 
surviving today suggest his hand.  Through the trees, on the banks of the River Avon, you 
can sometimes glimpse colourfully painted houseboats on the water and a tithe barn still 
survives as does one of four monastic fishponds, now next to the drive. 
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1042 - 1066     DOMESDAY BOOK 1086 
 
Ernulf de Hesding 
 
The village of Hanham was only a small one at the time of the Norman Conquest in 1066.  
The Manor was held by a Saxon named Edric, who owned a good many other manors.  
This was confiscated by William the Conqueror and given to one of his powerful barons 
who fought at the Battle of Hastings, Ernulf de Hesding.  The Domesday Book compiled in 
1086 translated reads as follows : 
 
“Lands of Ernulf de Hesding.  In Swineshead Hundred.  The same Ernulf holds Hanham, 
and Humbald holds it from him.  Edric held it.  There is half a hide there.  In the demesne 
are two ploughs with eight borders and four slaves - it was and is worth, [per annum] forty 
shillings.” 
 
A border would have been supplied with a certain amount of stock, probably about two 
oxen, a cow, half a dozen sheep and about thirty acres of land.  For this the serf would 
have to render certain services to the Lord of the Manor, usually one day’s work each 
week and when he died his property would revert back to the Lord of the Manor. 
 
The lot of a slave was a very hard one, he was fairly well fed and housed, but was the 
absolute property of the Lord of the Manor, although he could not be sold without some 
grave fault of his own, and he could not marry without of the consent of the Lord. 
 
In the Rev C S Taylor’s Domesday Survey in Gloucestershire a ‘hide’ is shown as a rating 
unit.  He says of Hanham “the area was lightly rated at half a hide, probably because most 
of it was woodland” 
 
Ernulf did not live in Hanham, but Humbald did, although nothing is known of him.  Some 
have identified Ernulf with one described in the Book of Hyde Abbey as a man of great 
bodily stature, brave and active, who was charged, unjustly, with conspiring again William 
Rufus.  He defended himself by his champion, who proved his lords’ innocence by 
overthrowing the king’s champion who was matched against him.  But he was so gritted up 
with wrath at the unjust charge that he gave up all his possessions and left England with 
the first Crusade and died at Antioch, in Turkey. 
 
Ernulf had a son, Robert, who held the town of Shrewsbury against King Stephen in 1138.  
The governor made terms with the king, but Enulf’s son refused to surrender.  When the 
town was captured he was hanged. 
 
The possessions of Ernulf descended to his three daughters, but it is not sure as to which 
daughter took possession of Hanham Manor. 
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1151      Henry III 
 
Richard de Hanham  
 
For approximately seventy years the history of Hanham Manor remains blank, but it then 
became the property of Richard.  This being his only possession he took his surname from 
it.   
 
We find him witnessing a charter in 1151 and in the Pipe Rolls in 1167 when he was fined 
half a mark for an offence in connection with the Forest laws, maybe some encroachment 
upon Kingswood Forest, or failure to keep his lands fenced.  Later legal documents 
mention various members of the de Hanham family, including the Close Roll of 1233, 
which states, “The constable of Bristol is ordered that if Brother William, of the Hospital of 
St Lawrence of Bristol, whom Richard and Walter de Hanham accused of the death of 
William de Hanham acted out of malice and ill-will, as appears by the enquiry made at the 
King’s order, he shall find twelve upright and lawful men from the county of Gloucester 
who will be sureties for him, and then he shall release him on bail.”.  No further details are 
given and there appear to be no more documents relevant to the case, and so the actual 
circumstances can only vaguely be guessed.  The Hospital of St Lawrence was a leper 
hospital, founded at Lawrence Hill in 1208.  It ceased to exist in the sixteenth century.  
 
Another document is the Roll of the King’s Court, in 1204, concerning a dispute in the 
family about some houses at Grimsbury.  The old name still exists and is one of the 
indications that Hanham of old times embraced a much larger area than it does now. 
 
The de Hanham family moved to Cheddar in 1263 and the manor came into the 
possession of the family of Salso Marisco of Saltmarsh. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Pipe Rolls were sometimes called ‘Great Rolls’.  They were financial records maintained 
by the English Exchequer of Treasury.  The earliest date from the 12th century and named 
after their pipe shape formed by the rolled up parchments.  They were in use 1129/30 - 
1833 and were the oldest continuous records kept by the English Government [700 years]. 
Close Rolls were an administrative record started in 1204 during the reign of King John in 
order to keep track of letters that had been issued by the government.  An example of 
letters in England that were entered into the Close Rolls included summons of Barons to 
Parliament. 
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1263 - 1329      Henry III/Edward III 
 
Maurice Saltmarsh 
 
When Maurice Saltmarsh died in 1272, leaving an infant son, John, two neighbouring 
manorial lords claimed, according to the law of the time, the wardship of the manor until 
John became of age.  Richard de la More of Oldland took possession of the manor, but 
David le Blund of Bitton disputed his right and, taking with him a body of trusty men, 
forcibly ejected de la More’s men from Hanham Court.  Naturally there was a lawsuit and 
de la More won the day.  When John was eighteen years old he claimed possession of his 
heritage and another lawsuit ensued.  When the case was heard some interesting facts 
about previous owners of the manor was disclosed.  The manor belonged to the Barony of 
Berkeley and was an appendage of the Bitton Manor. 
 
Some years later John Saltmarsh decided to leave Hanham and he sold the manor to 
William de la Greene and John Bagworth, who a year later [in 1330], gave it to Keynsham 
Abbey. 
 
At some time unknown, Hanham had become divided into two parts, East Hanham and 
West Hanham.  It was West Hanham that was given to Keynsham Abbey, and that part 
corresponds to the present ecclesiastical parish of Hanham.  Part of Hanham had 
previously been given to Lacock Abbey and part to Farleigh Priory.  The remainder was 
that part around Barrs Court.   
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1330 - 1539      Edward III 
 
Abbey of Keynsham 
 
The document relating to the gift of the manor to Keynsham Abbey mentions the Manor 
House, meadow and woodland and a water mill.  Since it was the practice in Norman days 
to build a church to serve the manor it may be wondered whether an old church existed in 
Hanham.  If it did no trace of it remains.  Hanham Abbots Church was built by the monks 
of Keynsham Abbey about the middle of the fifteenth century.  It is thought that when a 
new Font was made for Keynsham Abbey they gave their old Norman Font to the new 
church at Hanham, together with the Norman Piscina, both of which are still to be found in 
the church. 
 
A Piscina is a stone basin with a drain, in a church or sacristy where water is used at 
communion and was originally used for washing communion vessels and then poured 
away. 
 
On the Hanham Court side of the Church there can still be seen a narrow doorway which 
has been walled up, by this door the priest would have entered the Lady Chapel.  The bell 
also dates from this period. 
 
Abbey records have been long lost, but things progressed steadily with no outstanding 
events, but gradually the social system of the country was changing. 
 
The Gloucestershire Sessions of the Peace Rolls, between 1361 and 1398 give four cases 
concerning Hanham, one stating that “Simon Colewode of West Hanham took a calf, price 
9d, from Simon Catchpole of Bristol.  Simon Colewode is a common disturber of the 
peace.”  Another tells that “three armed men came armed to Hanham and feloniously killed 
William Clerk, of Hanham”. 
 
When the monasteries had outlived their usefulness, King Henry VIII, with an eye to their 
revenues, had them closed down, taking their possessions, pensioning the monks, or 
giving them livings in the parish churches. 
 
C H Painter read in the “History of the Parish Church of St John the Baptist, Keynsham”  
 
“In 1526 John Stourton was elected Abbot, he was 18th and the last.  Eight years later he 
and his eleven Canons acknowledged King Henry VIII to be the supreme head of the 
Church in England.  On 23 January 1539, the Abbey of the Blessed Mary of Keynsham 
was dissolved by the King’s Commissioner, Dr John Tregonwell.  Ample and decent 
provision was made for the Canons and their servants in pensions and allowances.  Two 
at least of the Canons became parish priests in the neighbourhood - John Vowler at 
Queen Charlton and Thomas Parker at Saltford.  John Stourton himself accepted a 
pension of £60 [about £1,800 per annum].  It is said that John Stourton stood on the hill 
above Hanham Abbots which had been his court house and solemnly pronounced a curse 
on the despoilers and all who should profit by them”. 
 
Before this event took place the Abbot of Keynsham leased Hanham to Elizabeth Skelton 
for her life-time, this was in 1517.  The deed records ‘Hanham Court with the Chapel 
adjoining’,  the earliest mention of the Church.  When the lease expired the Dissolution of  
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the Monasteries had taken place some years previously, and so the Manor was sold by 
Queen Mary. 
 
In 1553 the Crown sold it to Rowland Hayward, subject to a lease for twenty-one years to 
Ursula Gresley.  Two years later, 1555, Rowland Hayward sold it to John Reed who 
‘dismembered the manor by the sale of diverse lands for a thousand years’.  Again, the 
following year, 1556, Hayward sold the manor house and 1,470 acres of land to John 
Lacey of London and Bristol.   
 
When Ellacombe wrote his History of Bitton he gave the acreage of Hanham as 1,195 and 
this figure may give some indication of the original acreage of Hanham Abbots Manor, for 
after having sold diverse lands in 1555, in the following year he was able to sell 1,470 
acres, 275 acres more than that recorded by Ellacombe.   
 
John Lacey, a prosperous cloth-worker had a residence at Fulham, London where Queen 
Elizabeth I was reputed to have occasionally visited him, being a personal friend.  In 1663 
the Laceys sold it to Thomas Colston of Bristol and he in turn sold it to Francis Henry 
Creswicke in 1638. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ruins of Keynsham Abbey - 2011 
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1663      Charles II 
 
Thomas Colston of Bristol 
 
Thomas Colston was the son of Richard Colston and was made a Burgess on 28 October 
1617.  He was Sheriff in 1629/30.  He was Treasurer of the Merchant Venturers in 1634/5 
and Master in 1644/45.  Thomas was also recorded as a Royalist and a colonel of trained 
bands of men. 
 
It is recorded in the archives of Bristol Library that “in 1641 local Bristol merchants 
including one Thomas Colston [fellow Monarchist with Humphrey Hooke and a member of 
the Merchant Venturers] tried cases of illegal tobacco smuggling which had occurred from 
1639 when Bryan Rogers took bribes from local merchants in return for granting landing 
licences.  It should be borne in mind that the colonial tobacco growers and the Bristol 
Merchants were frequently related. 
 
The beginnings of the Merchant Venturers  
The Society of Merchant Venturers is a private entrepreneurial and charitable organisation 
which dates back to the 13th century.  At one time it was practically synonymous with the 
Corporation [local government] of Bristol and for many years had effective control of 
Bristol’s port. It funded John Cabot's voyage of discovery to Newfoundland in 1497 and 
they remained in effective control of Bristol Docks until 1848.  
 
In 1595 the Merchant Venturers' School was founded, which subsequently became the 
Merchant Venturers' Technical College and was a precursor of the University of Bristol, the 
University of the West of England and City of Bristol College. In 1676 the society took 
control of the Manor of Clifton including Clifton Down. 
 
In 1694, the Merchant Venturers Society organised protests against the monopoly held by 
the Royal African Company in the slave trade, leading to the ending of this monopoly in 
1698.  By 1700 many Merchant Venturers including the celebrated Edward Colston were 
active in the slave trade, a connection which still haunts the society. Colston also founded 
the Merchant Venturers’ Almshouses and Colston School which still exists today.  
 
The first light on the island of Flat Holm was a simple brazier mounted on a wooden frame, 
which stood on the high eastern part of the island.  In 1733 the Society of Merchant 
Venturers of Bristol found the brazier to be unreliable and petitioned the General 
Lighthouse Authority, Trinity House, for an actual lighthouse, but the petition failed. In 
1735 Mr William Crispe of Bristol submitted a proposal to build a lighthouse at his own 
expense. This initial proposal also failed but negotiations resumed in 1736 when 
60 soldiers drowned after their vessel crashed on the Wolves rocks near Flat Holm. 
Following this disaster, the Society of Merchant Venturers finally supported William 
Crispe's proposal. Crispe agreed to pay £800 (£110,552, in 2008) for the construction of 
the tower as well as the fees permits. The construction of the tower finished in 1737 and it 
began operating on 25 March 1738. 
In the 19th century the Society helped to fund the building of Clifton Suspension Bridge 
and members of the society helped to establish the Great Western Railway.  In addition to 
its earlier almhouses, it established St Monica's Home of Rest, a substantial retirement 
home adjacent to Durdham Down. 
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1638 - 1842      Charles II 
 
Creswicke Family [204 years] 
 
The earliest reference to any member of this family is that relating to Adam de Keswick 
who was a frequent witness to deeds made at Attercliffe, Darnel and Brightside during the 
reigns of Edward I and Edward II. 
In 1334 Hewe de Kreswik quit claim to Thomas, son of Thomas of Uphill Wood all rights in 
Raventworth in Uphill [I found an Ughill Hall in the Sheffield area]. 
William de Creswyke witnessed deeds at Biyearly in 1343 and 1349. 
Between Doe Royd and Ecclesfield, near Sheffield is the small hamlet from which the 
family undoubtedly took their name, it probably comes from the Anglo-Saxon ‘cerse’, 
‘crees’ or ‘crefs’ a plant which the locality may have at one time abound.  [I have attempted 
to look up this plant but without success]. 
A list of jurors in 1337 contains the name of Robots de Crevice whilst the printed copy of 
the Inquest Nonarum gives Henry de Creswyk as one of the principle habitants of the 
parish in 1340. 
 
The information above was retrieved from the Bristol Records Office and you will notice 
the derivation of spellings of the Creswicke name. 
 
Francis Creswicke of Hanham Abbots in the County of Gloucester Esquire also of the 
City of Bristol, Merchant.  His will is dated 31 March 1646. 
 
Henry Creswicke [died 28 July 1668] 
In his time Henry was a Councillor, Alderman, Sheriff and Mayor  
of Bristol [1645], also a master and treasurer of the Merchant  
Venturers of Bristol.  He was the eldest son of Francis Creswicke,  
knighted in 1663 and was married to Elizabeth, the daughter of  
Humphrey Hooke.  They had two sons, Francis and Humphrey  
and four daughters, Ann, Elizabeth, Hester and Florence.   
Joseph Creswicke, a brother was also Sheriff of Bristol in 1666  
and elected Mayor in 1669.  Another member of the family, a  
man of eminence, was Dr Samuel Creswicke, Doctor of Divinity  
1727.  He was Dean of Bristol in 1730 and afterwards Dean of  
Wells in Somerset. 
Henry is buried, along with his father Francis in St Werburgh’s  
Church, Bristol. 
Henry was knighted by Charles II at Bristol on 5 September  
1663 for remaining loyal throughout the Civil War.  It is said that 
there was a sumptuous feast and it is on record that the wine  
bill for the monarch and his merry men was more than £100. 
It is also said that Cromwell had his regional headquarters at  
the Blue Bowl Inn in Hanham during the Civil War and it is  
reputedly said that he hid in an old oak tree in the gardens  
of Hanham Court. 
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The family had previously lived in Bristol in a large house where the Bristol Times and 
Mirror offices later stood.  These offices were situated in St Stephens Street, where the 
building still exists and an engraved plaque can still be seen.The first paper published at 
these offices was known as the Bristol Postman [1713]. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quoting from A Short History of Hanham by C H Painter  
- “The man around whom much of the troubled history of  
the old house centred was the later Francis Creswicke.  
As a young man, this Francis Creswicke went to Oxford  
where he matriculated.  After leaving Oxford he returned  
to Hanham and in due time he married the  daughter of 
an Alderman of the City of London.  We can fancy that  
there were great festivities when he brought his young  
bride from London to Hanham in the pleasant springtime.   
It must have been a great change for her, coming from  
the man-made gaities of London to our beautiful 
God-made green countryside, then so full of song birds,  
daffodils, primroses, cowslips, bluebells etc,” 
 
It was in 1685 that the young Duke of Monmouth [an illegitimate son of Charles II came 
over to England and made his rash and ill-advised attack upon the forces of James II. 
On an evening in June of that year a great stir and commotion filled the usually quiet and 
sleepy little town of Keynsham.  The news spread like wildfire that King Monmouth, as he 
was already being called by some and his army, were marching up from Glastonbury, 
Wells and Shepton Mallet, into Keynsham and were now just south of the little town.  
Everyone said that on the morrow he would march in and take Bristol and the whole of the 
west country would be his.  The news came to Hanham Court and caused Francis 
Creswicke to hasten from his home to gain a view, if he could, of Monmouth’s army from 
the top of Cleeve Wood. 
 
From certain vantage points at the top of the wood Francis could see Monmouth’s army 
and no doubt as he hurried along he would hear more than once, the roll of drums and 
sharp bugle calls, together with all the shouting and tramping noises which accompany 
thousands of men and horses on the march.  There before him lay Monmouth’s army 
camping in a large field known as Sydenham Mead.  Now as our Squire Creswicke,  
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perhaps with some of his children stood watching, he probably saw the soldiers gradually 
spread themselves over the meadow, spreading straw down for their beds and lighting 
huge bonfires to dry their sodden clothes for it had been raining hard during their long 
march. 
 
The news soon spread to surrounding villages who came in crowds to see the sight.  It is 
likely that Monmouth got many a young countryman, including Hanhamites to join his army 
with glowing prospects.  Now Squire Creswicke had two mows of hay [a mass of hay piled 
up for preservation] on the Londonderry side of Sydenham Mead.  Fearing Monmouth’s 
men would use them for their horses and secretly wanting to get a closer view of the army, 
he walked down over the hill to the camp.  He was immediately recognized by an old 
acquaintance named Captain Tylie who rode out to meet him, saluted him and gave him a 
glowing account of Monmouth’s chances of victory and gaining the English Crown.  He 
then took some papers from his pocket band showed Francis the plan of the campaign.  
Creswicke thoughtlessly looked through them and handed them back. 
This, and other conversations through quite accidental meetings proved his downfall, for 
amongst the many onlookers were some of his old enemy, Sir John Newton of Barr’s 
Court. 
 
Monmouth’s men had used most of Creswicke’s two mows of hay for their horses and he 
was promptly accused by his enemies of having sold them for twenty guineas, and with so 
many witnesses of his conversations he found it difficult to disprove it.  Monmouth’s rout at 
Sydenham was later followed by his utter defeat at Sedgemoor ten days later.  After this 
battle King James sent down to these parts a most cruel judge to punish all who had 
assisted Monmouth, so cruel that his name has gone down in history as “Bloody Judge 
Jefferies’.  Their hiding places were combed out and hundreds of the poor simple country 
folk, who in their folly had followed the Duke’s army or given them food or shelter, were 
caught and hanged. 
 
Things at this time were very sad in the nearby villages including Hanham.  This fate did 
not come to Francis Creswicke, but on the 1 July that same year, 1685, Colonel Jefferies 
[not Judge Jefferies] was ordered to proceed with troops to Hanham Court to arrest 
Creswicke and take him to Gloucester to be charged with high treason against the King.  It 
is probable that the troopers rode out from Bristol Castle. 
 
Our old Church tower and the Court have looked down on many scenes of both joy and 
sorrow, but perhaps never a sadder sight than on this fair July morning when Creswicke 
was remorselessly taken from his home.  The guards with their prisoner lodged the night at 
Thornbury and the next day saw their prisoner safely lodged in Gloucester jail. 
Time and time again his trial was postponed because Newton of Barr’s Court said that 
some of the principal witnesses were ill and this seems to be how Newton avenged himself 
for having lost the Hanham lawsuit, 
Prisons in the 17th century were not noted for their comfort, cleanliness or warmth, so one 
can imagine how a gentleman like Creswicke must have felt as time dragged on, so he 
wrote to the Duke of Beaufort, pleading for a short bail. 
 
Here are his own words .... 
“I beseech your Grace to permit my return to my home at Hanham for a fortnight on good 
bail which I will give at Bristol, that I may settle my family in some better order than when I 
left them, and I will engage to return without trouble or charge at the expiration thereof, 
and I shall be ever bound to pray for your Grace’s happiness”. 
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Other people were working for the release of the unhappy prisoner who was almost ruined 
in health and in pocket.  His wife was the daughter of a London Alderman who was known 
to the King, another of this Alderman’s daughters gained an interview with the King and 
pleaded so eloquently and forcibly for his release that this had some effect.  Lawyers were 
sent to interview some of Monmouth’s Chief Officers and particularly Lord Grey who was 
sentenced to death. All spoke in Creswicke’s favor but the King was so prejudiced against 
all who had anything to do with Monmouth that for a long time no reply came from him, but 
at long last the joyful news came to Hanham that Creswicke was pardoned.  It was just 
after his Christmas in prison that the squire returned home. 
 
Evidently the King did not now doubt the loyalty of his subject at Hanham for on 25 August 
1686, the King visited Creswicke at Hanham Court.  No doubt it was a great honour for 
Creswicke to receive a visit from the King, but it also meant a great expense as with the 
monarch there always travelled a big company of lords and servants.  To adequately 
entertain them he had to borrow large sums and further mortgage his house and grounds.   
Francis’ troubles continued in 1704.  On 21 May he stabbed Robert Rockford [a leading 
lawyer, prominent MP, Her Majesty’s Attorney Geneal for Ireland and Chief Baron of the 
Exchequer 1707-14] in St Andrews Church, Dublin.  Some called it an assassination 
attempt while Rochfort was leaving church but Creswicke stabbed him in the leg alleging 
that Rochfort was keeping him from his rightful inheritance by chicanery.  Creswicke was 
arrested and imprisoned by John Forster for nine years from 1704 until 1713.  Forster was 
later recommended as the next Solicitor General by Rochfort.  Robert Rochfort, who died 
in 1727 had the village of Rochfortbridge named for him.  His father was Prime Iron 
Rochfort, a lieutenant-colonel in Cromwell’s army who was executed for killing a Major 
Turner in a duel. 
 
Release came at last and so back to Hanham once again, but now old and poor.  His 
creditors began to press him and at he was put in prison for debt.  After many years he 
was again released and passed the rest of his days very quietly in his old home.  On 18 
January 1732 at the age of 89 this hardy and adventurous old veteran died and was buried 
in Bitton Churchyard.  
 
The Rev S Seyer in his History of Bristol says “On Wednesday 25 August 1686 King 
James came to Bristol accompanied by George, Prince of Denmark and many of the 
nobles and great persons of this realm”.  It may have been at this time that the King turned 
out of the direct road to Bath and paid this visit to Hanham Court.  Mr Creswicke [a 
descendant] the owner of the Court in 1817, showed a spot of ground where once stood a 
tree, under which his grandfather entertained King James II, as he was informed by a Mr 
Hugh Brain who had recently died at the age of 102 and who told Mr Creswicke that his 
father was present. 
 
During the 1939-45 world war a descendant, another Francis Creswicke whose 
grandfather had emigrated to Canada spent five years in England as a Captain in the 
Lorne Scots of Canada, and in a letter in 1959 he said “thanks to the goodness of Mr & 
Mrs Stevens [the then owners of the Court] I spent my leaves at the Court and made it my 
second home almost 100 years after the last of my ancestors left it”.  In the same letter he 
says “Henry Creswicke, the last of Hanham Court led a most useful life.  He was an 
engineer and surveyor with Brunel and helped build your Great Western Railway. He was 
subsequently a county engineer of Simcoe in Canada for forty years, also a director of the 
ancient Northern Railway and his roads are in use today.,  My father Alfred Edwin 
Creswicke K.C. was a prominent member of the Canadian Bar and one appeal to the Privy 
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Council established a new set of laws in Canada.  My grandfather brought many of the 
Hanham Court pictures to Canada”. 
 
In yet another letter in 1964 he said “Did you know that Sir Francis and Sir Henry were the 
forerunners of the East India Company but their shares afterwards went down to another 
branch of the family”.  
 
It may be interesting to note that the following prisoners, from Hanham, and their fate, 
were at Gloucester prison along with Francis Creswicke. 
It is recorded that : 
John Stone - to be hanged, drawn and quartered 
Elizabeth Lambert - to be hanged, afterwards reprieved 
Samuel Asplin - to be transported 
Christopher Tilly - to remain as before 
William Randle - ye like 
Robert Peere - to find baile for ye next appearance 
Thomas Stephens - to find baile for ye next appearance 
Hanna Gale - to find baile for ye next appearance 
Peter Rivers - acquitted 
Philip Cambridge - to be sent into Somersetshire to be tried for hygh treason 
Francis Creswicke - accused of hygh treason, to remain in gaole 
George Sanders - accused of hygh treason, to remain in gaole 
Thomas Skyn - to find baile for ye next appearance. 
 
Ancestors of Henry Creswicke  
 
Henry Creswicke [2] born 13 March 1736 in Hanham Court died 4 June 1806 and buried in 
Bitton, Gloucestershire.  He was the son of Henry Creswicke [1] and Helen Hart. he 
married Mary Dickinson [born in Clifton, Bristol 15 August 1748] in St Margaret’s Church, 
Queen Charlton, Somerset.  Mary was the daughter of Vickris Dickinson and Elizabeth 
Marchant and her home was listed as the Manor House, Queen Charlton. 
 
Henry and Mary had four children, three survived until adulthood. 
 
Mary Creswicke was baptized at Hanham Abbots church on 5 June 1777.  She returned to 
Hanham Court as a married woman after both her brothers had left, and lived there until 
her death on October 1834. 
Henry Creswicke was baptized at Hanham Abbots on 23 September 1778.  He died a 
pauper in London 
Francis Creswicke was baptized at Hanham Court on 25 November 1779 and was buried 
at Bitton, Gloucestershire on 29 December 1788. 
Humphrey Creswicke was born at Hanham Court on 6 August 1781.  He lived there until 
the 1820s.  He died a bankrupt on 4 January 1856 at 14 Jamaica Street in Bristol.  Henry 
had his brother imprisoned for fourteen years in London for non-payment of a debt he was 
owed regarding an attempted sale of Hanham Court.  Humphrey had two children by his 
wife Matilda Hill but both died very young.  He also had an illegitimate daughter Elizabeth 
who was born about 1807 and died 22 November 1854.  She married George Matthews 
Daubery on 28 May 1830.   
 
Mary’s married life with Henry was plagued by a lack of money.  Their home at Hanham 
Court had been mortgaged and re-mortgaged for over one hundred years.  In 1780,  
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Mary’s Uncle Caleb Dickinson attempted to help Mary by pressuring her father Vickris to 
carry out his promised debt to settle funds on estate on Mary.  A document ‘The Case’ 
survives among Caleb’s papers in the Somerset Archives. 
 
Henry’s financial situation became so bad that he was imprisoned for debt a few years 
later, and he spent most of the years 1785 and 1786 in the King’s Bench Prison in 
Southwark, London.  Mary was able to stay with him from time to time during his 
imprisonment. 
  
Henry Creswicke [3] born 23 September 1778 at Hanham Court, died 12 February 1852 in 
Spring Cottage, Kensall Town, Chelsea, Middlesex.   
Henry [3] married Sarah Weymouth 27 May 1799 in St Mary’s Chapel. Walcot Parish,. 
Somerset.  Sarah was born 10 July 1774 in Compton Dando, Somerset and died 18 April 
1853 in Keynsham, Somerset.  Henry [1] also married Leah Comely in about 1808, she 
was born 30 September 1781 in Dauntsey, Wiltshire and died 2 September 1845 in 
Kensall Town, Chelsea, Middlesex. [not sure about this marriage]. 
 
When his father Henry died in 1806, Henry inherited Hanham Court but unlike his father 
who was a full-time resident, it appears that Henry was not  From the time of his birth in 
1778 to 1819 he signed only one Churchwarden account [on 11 January 1804 while his 
father was still alive].  After his father’s death, Henry must have immediately sold or leased 
Hanham Court to his younger brother Humphrey,  From 1806 until 1819 all of the 
Churchwarden accounts were signed by Humphrey.  From 1819 onward there are no 
signatures by Humphrey. 
 
Researchers agree that when Henry sold Hanham Court [or part of it] to his brother he was 
not paid so he reclaimed title to the land and had Humphrey imprisoned in London for 
fourteen years for debt.  We do not know when the imprisonment occurred but if the 
sentence was fourteen years it could only been after Humphrey’s second married in 1826.  
It is also known that Henry himself was imprisoned for debt at Fleet prison and while there, 
lived with his mistress Leah Comely. 
 
When Henry reclaimed the estate in 1819 it was extremely heavily mortgaged [by some 
accounts with 10-12 mortgages].  In 1825 the owner was Henry but the occupiers were  
J Knowles and William Hill.  Mary Creswicke Hill [Henry’s sister] also lived there until her 
death in 1834. 
 
Following her death, there was a very nasty Chancery case in 1836 between Henry and 
his brother Humphrey over guardianship of Mary’s son Charles Dickinson Hill [who had 
been declared a lunatic].  Humphrey’s deposition talked about Henry being an unsuitable 
guardian. 
 
“This petition also stated, among other charges against Henry Creswicke that he, a 
married man, had been living in adultery with one Leah Comely for twenty-eight years and 
had six or seven children by her; that he one time left his wife altogether and cohabited 
with the said Lea Comely, and being on one occasion confined in the Fleet prison [mainly 
used for debtors and bankrupts], he and she lived there as man and wife and that 
whenever he came to London he lived with her”. 
 
 



 

15 

Located in London off Farringdon Road and named for a river that flowed outside the 
prison walls, it held some 300 prisoners convicted by the Court of Chancery and their 
families who were often forced to beg from their cells in order to pay their keep. 
 
From newspaper reports about the case we learn that, remarkably, in1836 Henry was 
living respectably with his wife in the country.  It would seem he had returned to Hanham 
to live with his wife - after almost thirty years with another woman - but that was not the 
case.  Again, thanks to Rev Ellacombe’s research for his book on Bitton Parish, we learn, 
in a letter written to Rev Ellacombe by Henry A Wasbrough, what actually happened. 
 
“Bristol - 28 June 1879 
I cannot help you with regard to the two Creswicke’s Henry who was the elder lived in 
London I believe after deserting his wife where he had a large family by a second wife of 
woman named Comely so some such name.  When he could no longer support them, he 
sent them down to Hanham and they lived in the cottage on the estate at the top of the 
wood. 
Mrs Creswicke as you doubtless recollect managed very well for her self and her son who 
lived with her, and the last I recollect of the elder Henry was at Hanham.  He had spent his 
last shilling and became very penitent writing to his poor wife most touching and pious 
letters and imploring her to take home “her stray lamb to its fold”.  This was too much for 
the poor woman and the stray lamb did come home, when I saw him several times.  
Whether he left upon the old lady’s death or before I know not but I heard afterwards that 
he was a Toll Collector at a Turnpike gate in the neighborhood of London.  Humphrey you 
know was for many years in the Fleet........” 
 
It appears when Henry could no longer support Leah and his second family he sent them 
to Hanham where they all lived at the estate in the cottage at the top of the wood.  He had 
not actually returned to live with his wife, Sarah Weymouth, but had brought his second 
family to live with him at Hanham. 
 
The Wasbrough letter also makes mention of Humphrey being imprisoned “in the Fleet”.  
This relates to the debt owed by Humphrey to his brother Henry for the sale of Hanham 
Court.  As noted in Henry’s letter to his sister he was not paid so he reclaimed title to the 
land in 1819 when it was extremely heavily mortgaged [by some accounts with 10-12 
mortgages] and had Humphrey imprisoned in London for fourteen years for debt.  We do 
not know when the imprisonment occurred.  By 1825 the owner of the estate was Henry 
but his sister and her family were the residents. 
 
By 1839, Henry was back in London trying to eke out a living at the age of sixty.  He was in 
touch again with Humphrey, though again Humphrey seems to have the upper hand, just 
as he seems to have had when they were young. 
 
“To Humphrey Creswicke Esq. 88 Farringdon Street, Kensall Town, Paddington 
14 July 1839 
 
Dear Brother 
Saturday I called at Mr Hopkins expecting to have seen you but you was gone.  No word 
or message left for me.  You could easily have sent me a note saying you was going.  I 
had 14 weary long miles to come to you.  I had not a bit or a drop of anything to moisten 
my lips in a hot burning sun and another thing I lost my day which might and would have 
got me somewhat to assist me.  You should consider the unfortunate situation I am placed  
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in.  If you could not assist me or do not choose, or like to do so, [you have no compulsion] 
you should say I can’t I will not or anything but do make a fool of me.  I suppose and 
expect that I will be turned out of House & Home and become a wanderer on the face of 
this Earth the little time I have to abide on it - before you went to Bristol in May you 
promised to help me, and if you could not before you went from Mr Hopkins you said you 
would send directly you go there - that was the letter at the end of April.  In Paddington 
Church Yard, you promised if you was a live you would let me have £5 to pay my rent - I 
have depended on you and now I am lost and shall have no place of shelter not a place to 
lay my poor head - I feel not angry, but I think and I know it is not right to play with my 
feeling - if you should come back to Mr Hopkins and should wish to see me, you can send 
a letter to me.  I am obliged to go out this week and to loose even half a day I feel I am 
much hurt.  If you cannot or will not do as you promised say so at once and then I shall not 
trouble you as to the cloths.  I think nothing of it nor shall I expect it. It was your own 
proposition months back.  With love I remain your affectionate Brother Henry Creswicke. 
P.S. If I am turned out I cannot tell where I shall go but I shall be in the same place this 
week to come as I am going haymaking.  If the man will employ me to morrow.  I am not 
able hardly to hold out a day.” 
In the 1841 census, we find Henry [aged 60] still in Kensal New Town, living with three of 
his children [Robert, Emma and Ann] and with a woman named Sarah, aged 50 [not his 
wife Sarah Weymouth as she was included in the Keynsham census]. 
 
Leah Comely seems to be missing from the 1841 census.  She was living in Kensal New 
Town when she died on 2 September 1845.  She had become a laundress and seems to 
have died of a stroke.  A maid was with her at the time. 
 
Henry held onto the estate until 1842 when he was finally declared bankrupt and John 
White of Bedford became the new owner/occupier ending over 200 years of Creswicke 
ownership.  A Thomas White of London resided in the Court between 1846 and 1869.  
Some reports have Henry working as a labourer on the estate after it was taken from him. 
No one knows when he finally left and made his way back to Chelsea.  There are reports 
he was a toll collector at a turnpike gate near London. 
 
In the 1851 census we find Henry calling himself a widower although his legal wife Sarah 
was still alive.  His three children recorded as with him in the 1841 census have now been 
rejoined by their youngest brother Francis. 
 
In 1851 Henry was living at 2 Spring Place in Kensal New Town.  In addition to providing 
the necessary information about Henry and his family, the enumerator wrote “A Very 
Insolent Old Man and could only with great difficulty be persuaded to state what he has.  
Himself Sons & Daughters carry on the Laundry Business’” 
 
Small wonder that Henry had become “a Very Insolent Old Man” by 1851.  Such a life he 
had!  He had been in and out do debtor’s prison.  He had come out on the losing side of 
several Chancery court cases.  He considered his rightful home Hanham Court to have 
been lost by the evils of litigation and by the extravagances of his flamboyant brother 
Humphrey.  His oldest son Henry the Surveyor was off in Canada.  He was estranged from 
his next son, Frederick [son of Leah].  His partner of thirty years, Leah Comely, had died in 
1845.  He was living in London with his four other surviving children, and together they 
made themselves a meager living by running a laundry business - dreadfully hard work in 
Victorian times.  He was likely in poor health and would die less than a year after the 
census was taken.  
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When Henry died he was living with Robert Creswicke [his son by Leah Comely] at 
Robert’s home in Spring Cottage, Chelsea, London.  Henry is aged seventy-four, his 
occupation is “decayed gentleman”, that is, someone from the upper-classes who had 
become impoverished or one who had lost his money and been forced to earn a living 
however he could. Cause of death was “old age and exhaustion”.  There is no mention of 
his wife Sarah or Leah on the death certificate.  Henry was buried in the new Kensal 
Green Cemetery, in an unmarked pauper’s grave.  Leah is buried in the same cemetery, 
also in an unmarked pauper’s grave. 
 
 
The Creswicke legacy is still part of Bristol - there is a Creswicke Road and there was a 
Creswicke school. 
 
On 4 November 1869 Hanham Court Estates were auctioned off for £15,050  to G W 
Hancock of Bath.  It was purchased from him by Mr G Gerrard and from him Major Phillip 
Canyon of Bitton 
 
One Francis Creswicke was to become, some 300 years after his dearth, a direct ancestor 
of the reigning monarch of England.  The line of descent from Francis to Queen Elizabeth 
II is as follows: 
1 Francis Creswicke born 7 March 1583/84 Sheffield, Yorkshire died [before] 25 
 September 1749 Bristol, Gloucestershire 
 Married : Ann Nicholls born [before] 17 March 1595/96 Batsford, Glouestershire, 
 they married about 1613 in St Werburghs, Bristol.  Died [before] 17 June 1662 
 Bristol, Gloucestershire. 
2 Samuel Creswicke born [before] 23 April 1622  Bristol, Gloucestershire died : 
 24 April 1683 Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucester. 
 Married Hesther Ashe born [about] 1635 Stowford, Wiltshire, they married [about] 
 1654 died 1682 Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucester. 
3 Henry Creswicke born 30 May 1662 Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucester, died [about] 12 
 March 17309/31 Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucester. 
 Married : Ann Earle born [about] 1662 Bradenbrook, Wiltshire they married 19th 
 February 1683/84 Crudwell, Wiltshire, she died [after] 1731. 
4 Joseph Creswicke born [before] 19 January 1701/02 Moreton-in-Marsh, 
 Gloucester died : 11 July 1772 Boswell Court, London. 
 Married : Elizabeth Laujol born [before] 5 July 1703 Saint Martin Orgars French 
 Huguenot, London, they married 22 August 1726 Fleet, London died [before] 27 
 March 1771. 
5 Eleanor Creswicke born [about] 1727 Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucester died [about] 
 1799. 
 Married : Thomas Grimstead born 1728 Leatherhead, Surrey, they married [about] 
 1751 died [about] 7  September 1780. 
6 Joseph Valentine Grimstead born 5 July 1757 Leatherhead, Surrey died [after] 1812 
 Married : Charlotte Sarah Jane Walsh born [about] 1767 Reborn, they married 2 
 September 1788 Surrey died 23 November 1848. 
7 Charlotte Grimstead born [before] 6 July 1800 Leatherhead, Surrey died 19 
 January 1881 Leatherhead, Surrey. 
 Married : Thomas George Bowes-Lyon born 6 February 1801 St Paul’s, Walden, 
 Hertfordshire, they married 21 December 1820 St James’s, Westminster died 17 
 January 1834 Honfleur, France. 
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8 Claude Bowes-Lyon born [before] 21 July 1824 Redbourne, Hertfordshire died 16 
 February 1904 Bordighera, Liguria, Italy. 
 Married : Frances Dora Smith born 1830 they married 28 September 1853 Bexley, 
 Kent died 5 February 1922 London. 
9 Claude George Bowes-Lyon born 14 March 1855 Chelsea died 7 November 1944 
 Glamis Castle, Scotland. 
 Married : Nina Cecilia Cavendish-Bentinck born 11 September 1862 London they 
 married 16 July 1881 London died 23 June 1938 London. 
10 Lady Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon born 4 August 1900 died 30 March 2003. 
 Married : Albert, Duke of York [King George VI] born 14 December 1895 married 26 
 April 1923 died 6 February 1952. 
11 Queen Elizabeth II born 21 April 1926. 
 This means that all descendants of Francis are cousins of the Queen. 
 
More about Francis Creswicke who is buried in St Werburgh’s Church, Bristol. 
The children of Francis Creswicke and Anne Nicholls are : 
Hannah Creswicke, born in Bristol, Gloucester, married Edward Capel born in Bristol. 
[Hannah is mentioned in her father’s will.  In 1636 an Edward Capel sold Langford Court to 
Francis Creswicke of Hanham Court and Small Street, Bristol - merchant] 
Francis Creswicke born [about] 1613 Bristol, Gloucester.  He studied at Oxford University.  
It is thought that he died as a young man as he is not mentioned in his father’s will written 
in 1646. 
Henry Creswicke [later Sir Henry Creswicke] born 11 December 1615 Bristol, Gloucester 
dried 28 September 1668 in Hanham Court, Gloucester, married Lady Elizabeth Hooke 30 
December 1639 in Bristol, Gloucester. 
John Creswicke born 11 August 1617 Bristol, Gloucester, died  [about] 1704 in Temple 
Parish, Bristol.  Married [1] Elizabeth Browne [about] 1649 married [2] Eleanor Neville 
[after] 1649.  John was baptized at St Werburgh’s on 11 August 1617.  He became a 
successful Bristol merchant like his father and older brother Henry.  He had daughters with 
both of his wives.  John, like so many of his family, was a Mayor of Bristol and a member 
of the Merchant Venturers.  He owned Langford Court, Somerset which he had inherited 
from his father Francis and two inns, The Green Dragon and The White Hart both situated 
in Lower Langford, Somerset.  He is buried in St Ewen’s Church. 
Anthony Creswicke born December 1617, Bristol, Gloucester. He is mentioned as a son of 
Francis in a deed dated 28 July 1628. 
Anne Creswicke born 8 December 1619 Bristol, Gloucester married Henry Jones.  Anne 
was baptized at St Ewen’s 8 December 1619.  Anne’s husband was Minister of St 
Stephen’s Church. 
Sarah Creswicke born 18 March 1621, Bristol, Gloucester. 
Samuel Creswicke born 23 March 1622 Bristol, Gloucester died 24 April 1683 in 
Morton-in-Marsh, Gloucester; married Hester Ashe [about] 1654 in Stowford, 
Wiltshire born [about] 1635 in Stowford, Wiltshire, Gloucester.  Died 1682 in 
Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucester.  
Samuel Creswicke was baptized at St Ewen’s on 23 March 1622.  Samuel lived the life of 
a country gentleman in Moreton-in-Marsh in property inherited from his father. 
Samuel and Hester’s children seem to have preferred a more active life, and many of them 
[and their descendants] spent the majority of their time in London.  Several were active in 
the East India Company.  Some of Samuel’s illustrious descendants include : Joseph 
Creswicke [1702-1772], Samuel’s grandson, a Director of the East India Company; Warren 
Hastings [1732-1818] Samuel’s great-great grandson, first Governor-General of India from 
1773-17894; Sir Henry Creswicke Rawlinson [1810-1895], Samuel’s 4th great-grandson, a  
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soldier, diplomat, and Assyriologist known for his decipherment of ancient cuneiform; Lady 
Elizabeth Bowes-Lyon [1900-2002], Samuel’s 6th great-granddaughter, the late Queen 
Mother and mother of Queen Elizabeth II. 
Mary Creswicke born 23 October 1623, Bristol, Gloucester.  Baptized St Ewen’s 23 
October 1623. 
Joseph Creswicke born 3 December Bristol, Gloucester died 1708 Westbury-on-Trym, 
Gloucester.  Married Martha Knight in Bristol. 
Joseph was baptized 3 December 1624 at St Ewen’s.  He married Martha, the daughter of 
Sir John Knight in 1666.  They raised their family in Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol.  Joseph 
also became a merchant and a member of the Merchants Venturers.  He was Sheriff of 
Bristol and was elected Mayor of Bristol in 1679 and then became an Alderman of Bristol 
from 1679 until his death in 1708.  Joseph’s widow Martha lived on long after his death.  
She must have fallen on hard times as in May 1743 the City received a request from 
Martha “setting forth her extreme distress through misfortune.  A pension of £20 a year 
was granted to the aged petitioner”.  By the mid-1700’s the financial fortunes of the 
Creswicke family, one of the wealthiest in the city during Francis’ time, were declining 
rapidly. 
Hester Creswicke born 25 March 1626 Bristol, Gloucester married Richard Davis 6 July 
1654 in St James Church, Bristol.  She was baptized at St Ewen’s 25 March 1626. 
Martha Creswicke born 21 June 1627 Bristol, Gloucester died 21 February 1630. Baptized 
at St Ewen’s but died as a young child. 
Nathaniel Creswicke born 24 August 1628, Bristol, Gloucester dried 1663 abroad. 
He was baptized at Ewen’s 24 August 1628, he became a Bristol merchant and may have 
travelled on some of the ships in which the family had an interest.  He is known to have 
died ‘abroad’. 
Elizabeth Creswicke born 6 October 1629 Bristol, Gloucester.  Baptized at St Ewen’s 6 
October 1629. 
Martha Creswicke born 21 February 1631 Bristol, Gloucester.  Baptized at St Ewen’s 21 
February 1631. 
 
NB: I understand that should you wish to publish the link with the Bowes-Lyon family the 
details would have to be verified beforehand by archivists at Clarence House, London. 
 
The last Henry Creswicke to live at Hanham Court was born 26 September 1804 and he 
died 21 January 1883 in Barrie, Ontario.  He was the son of Henry Creswicke and Sarah 
Weymouth and he married Sarah Ann Burgess 6 December 1837 in Bradford-on-Avon. 
Sarah Burgess was born between September - October 1816 in Keynsham, Somerset and 
died 31 March 18907 in Barrie, Ontario.  She was the daughter of George Burgess Junior 
and Sarah Rogers who owned “The White Hart” on Keynsham Bridge, now known as the 
“Lock Keeper”.  The White Hart began its life as a private house whose occupier brewed 
beer using water from the river or a nearby well.  Then it opened up its kitchen and fireside 
to drinkers and became an alehouse.  It is not clear at what date exactly this change 
occurred but by 1719 The White Hart was a licensed house. 
George Burgess Junior left The White Hart in 1850, returning to the nearby village of 
Willsbridge of his childhood to live by The Queen’s Head [his father had been landlord].  
He was now a widower.  The census of 1851 tells us that he was then sixty-five, a “landed 
proprietor” and that he lived with his forty-five year old housekeeper, Eliza Green.  His 
father George Burgess senior seems to have been quite an enterprising gentleman with 
several small business concerns.  He not only owned The Queen’s Head alehouse at 
nearby Willsbridge, but the industrial cottages adjoining it.  It is probably that it was he who 
had them built as a hat factory.  His son, George Burgess Junior, was originally a hatter by  
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trade, and though the elder was termed a ‘licensed victualler’ in 1827, it is possible that he 
had been, or still was, a hatter also, and that hats were made in the alehouse rooms.  The 
whole rank was known as George Burgess’ Queen’s Head and was more of a complete 
unit than the separate dwellings of today. 
 
From what is known it is believed the Henry was raised by his mother at the estate.  He 
was educated first in Bristol and then in Reading at the famous Reading Grammer School 
run by Dr Richard Valpy [Headmaster 1781-1830].  Reading in one of the most ancient 
schools in the country, believed to have been carried on by the Abbey of Reading before 
1125.  The boarding fees were 60 guineas a year. 
Henry began serving his time as a land surveyor in 1825 with Mr Telford, an Agent & 
Surveyor, under the Marquis of Bath. 
It is believed that he first went to America in 1830 spending three years in Michigan.  He is 
known to have purchased land in section 22 of Macomb County in either 1831 or 1833.  It 
is also thought he returned to England in 1833 but a New York Customs manifest shows 
Henry Creswicke [age 30, male, resident of Bristol, England, Surveyor] arriving in the port 
of New York on 2 September 1834 on the ship Hornby.  The port of departure was Bristol. 
When he went back to England, he served as a civil engineer on the Great Western 
Railway project that would link London and Bristol under the direction of one of England’s 
best known engineers and designers, Isambard Kingdom Brunel [who was appointed chief 
engineer in 1833].  Henry stay with the Great Western ‘til it was completed’,  perhaps until 
the survey were finished, and then worked on the Tithe Commutation - an Act passed in 
1836 that changed the taxation system to one based on new maps produced for the 
purpose and resulting in a demand for new surveys and boundaries. 
When Henry and Sarah married in Bradford-on-Avon Henry was thirty-three and Sarah 
twenty-two.  He is listed as a bachelor, a Surveyor, residing in Bradford and his father is 
listed as Henry Creswicke, Yeoman.  Sarah Ann is a spinster, residing in Bradford  and her 
father is listed as an Innkeeper.  Henry signed the marriage certificate and Sarah with her 
mark.  The marriage was witnessed by Matilda Burgess and William Gibbs. 
Henry and his family were still in England on 6 June 1841 when the census was taken.  
They were in Potterne, Wiltshire with a son Henry age one and a daughter Susannah age 
three weeks. Both children born in Wiltshire. 
It is thought that Henry went to Canada at the request or suggestion of Colonel W B 
McVity who, in 1846, was ‘Clerk to the Peace’ for Simcoe County.  McVity, who was living 
in a house called Lakefield on the Oro shore near Hawkstone, encouraged Henry to settle 
near him in Oro Township. 
A New York Customs manifest for the ship ‘George Washington’ includes Henry and his 
family plus his brother-in-law Edmund Burgess and his sister-in-law Charlotte Augusta 
Burgess, the ship left from Liverpool and he arrived on or about 1841. 
The history of Simcoe County notes that Henry purchased the western half of Lot 15 
Concession 13 in Oro Township, Ontario in 1841. In 1843, at the suggestion of Captain 
Jacob Irving, Warden of Simcoe District, he prepared for and passed the examination to 
be eligible for the position of County Surveyor which he held for thirty-nine years.   
After living in Oro for a number of years he moved to Barrie about 1850-1854.  He qualified 
as a land surveyor on 10 April 1854 and was made County Engineer in addition to being 
County Surveyor for Simcoe.  About 1863, ‘Hillside’ [now called ‘Creswicke House’] was 
built for Henry on property now located at 23 Theresa Street, Barrie.  It is in a beautiful 
location overlooking the bay.  The house remained in the family until about 1950. 
On 20 november 1856 the following death notice appeared in the Northern Advance.  “At 
Barrie of scarlet fever on 12 November 1856 Letitia aged eleven years; on 17th Selina 
aged three years and a half; on 18th Celia aged two years; on 19th Penelope aged nine  
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years, daughters of Henry Creswicke Esq., County Surveyor”. Another notice on 4 
December 1856 “on 25 November 1856 of scarlet fever, Alfred Julius, youngest son of 
Henry Creswicke aged seven years”.   
Over a period of thirteen days Henry and Sarah lost six children to scarlet fever.   
Henry returned to Bristol again in 1862 to settle the estate of his cousin Charles Dickinson 
Hill.  He was the sole heir. 
When the 1871 Simcoe County census was taken of family heads, Henry was aged sixty-
six living in ‘Barrie Town’, he was a surveyor, member of the Anglican Church of England.  
Sarah is fifty-five, Henry Junior thirty-eight and a surveyor; Matilda twenty-seven; Julia is 
thirteen and Hattie eleven.  They had one house of seventy acres of land.  One acre was 
gardens and orchards.  Their last year crop included 200 bushels of wheat, 200 of peas, 
70 bushels of potatoes, 100 of turnips, 10 of beets, 50 of carrots and 20 tons of hay.  They 
had two horses, two milk cows and two swine. 
The National Archives in Ottawa hold a copy of a letter written by Henry to Elizabeth 
Dowling on 25 November 1881.  He writes “I have lost nine children out of thirteen.  I had a 
large family - all gone but four.  My eldest son is a provincial land surveyor and a clever 
and intelligent man, my eldest daughter is a superior woman and we are proud of her.  My 
youngest son is a very nice student in law and considered clever by most people.  My 
youngest daughter is a very nice girl and she is engaged to a lawyer and probably will be 
married before long.”  
The notice of Henry’s death appeared in the Northern Advance 25 January 1883, “Died at 
his residence on Sunday 21 January 1883, Henry Creswicke of Hanham Court, 
Gloucestershire in the 79th year of his age”.  The family were living on Theresa Street in 
Barrie at the time of his death and the cause of death was Albuminuria - a disease of the 
kidneys - a condition he had for twelve months.  His will was probated 19 February 1885.  
At his funeral, the County Council attended in a body out of respect for his memory.  He is 
buried at Barrie Union Cemetery. Sarah died of pneumonia 31 March 1897 aged eighty-
one. 
Henry’s son Henry never married and lived with his sister Sarah in the family homestead 
‘Hillside’ after his parents died. 
One of his letters is held at the National Archives in Ottawa.  He writes “You ask why I am 
not married; and to that I can scarcely give an intelligent answer.  I am too romantic; and 
one of my dreams had been to get Hanham Court again into the possession of the family; 
and I could have done so too had I persisted in my projects of speculation - one of which 
was frustrated by my father who did not approve of what he called Henry’s visionary 
schemes.  As you have doubtless heard, my younger sister Julia is married.  She and her 
husband Mr C E Hewson, a young barrister, have just returned from their wedding trip into 
the United States and are now settling down to household cares.” 
The following article appeared in the Barrie newspaper Northern Advance on 27 January 
1898.  Death Notice : Creswicke, in Barrie on Saturday 22 January 1898, Henry Creswicke 
aged 57 years, 9 months, 12 days. 
The article was entitled ‘A Terrible Accident’ 
“Last Saturday evening between five and six o’clock Mr Henry Creswicke was walking on 
the railway track toward Allandale, where he intended seeing a friend.  He was walking on 
the right hand tack, and when near Anderson’s brewery, hearing the train coming, thinking 
possibly he was stepping on the old siding, which unknown to him perhaps, had about two 
months ago been constructed into a new track for all trains going from Barrie to Allandale.  
He did not make the change of tracks until the train was but a short distance behind, and it 
was too late for Engineer Fennell to reverse his engine, so he blew the whistle furiously, 
but had not the desired effect, the unfortunate man apparently not looking behind.  When 
the engine struck him he was carried back over the cowcatcher and struck on the irons at  
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the end of the boiler.  His neck was dislocated and skull broken in.  The body remained on 
the engine until taken off.  Death came instantly.  The train stopped and the corpse taken 
to Allandale, and brought back to Barrie on Saturday night. 
The deceased had lived nearly all his life in this town, therefore was known by most 
citizens.  He was naturally meditative, and this may have accounted for his not looking 
behind when he stepped from one track to another.  He was a sober, industrious man, and 
much respected.  He was in his 58th year and unmarried and lived with his sister in the 
family homestead ‘Hillside’, Barrie.  By profession he was a surveyor, and did considerable 
surveying in this country and elsewhere.  His funeral on Tuesday afternoon was largely 
attended.  Funeral service was held in Trinity Church conducted by Rev. Canon Reiner, 
Hymn 288 was sung and the corpse was borne from the church amid the solemn strains of 
the ‘Dead March in Saul’.  The pallbearers were Capt. Bird, Wm. Graham, E A Little, G A 
Radenhurst, R Cundle and A Hay”. 
 
 
The Creswicke family became a very distinguished family whose descendants still live in 
Canada and there is extensive and interesting information on the family, to much for me to 
add here but you will find all the notes in the archive box. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Henry Creswicke who married Sarah Ann Burgess 
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1842      Queen Victoria 
 
John White Esq of Bedford Row, London [died 1869] 
 
With the arrival of John White came the ‘re-gothification’ of the house.  It was he that 
added reclaimed gargoyles and the pointed roof to the existing Tudor corner tower. 
 
A Thomas White of London resided at the Court between 1846 - 1869. 
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1843     Queen Victoria  
 
Colonel David Macliver [died 16 January 1888] 
 
Colonel Macliver was the son of the founded of the Western Daily Press and lived at 67 
Pembroke Road, Clifton, Bristol, later living at Hanham Court. 
 
Western Daily Press, Evening News and Observer - offices in Baldwin Street, Bristol. 
 
Western Daily Press 17 January 1888 
We deeply regret to announce the death, at the age of 45years of Colonel David Macliver 
of the Western Counties Engineer Volunteers.  For some time past Colonel Macliver has 
been in a feeble state of health in the present month, accompanied by his wife Mrs 
Macliver, he left Clifton for the South of France, expecting to derive some benefit from the 
climate.  He died at Cannes yesterday morning - 16 January 1888 
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1869      Queen Victoria 
 
Mr Edward Hancock [could be G W Hancock] of Bath 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is some conflict as to who bought it after Mr Hancock, I have seen notes to suggest 
that it could have been a Mr G Gerrard or Mr William Phelps of Chestal, Dorset. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

41, Bedford Square, London – London home of Major Carlyon-Britton 
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1890/93      Queen Victoria 
 
Major Philip W. P. Carlyon-Britton FSA DL JP 
of 43 Bedford Square, London 
 
The family of Major Carylon were connected with the parish of Bitton for four centuries. 
 
It was put up for sale by auction by Knight, Frank & Rutley on 27.04.1920 at 2.30pm at the 
Estate Room, 20 Hanover Square, London W1. 
 
Part of the summary and general notes of the sale catalogue read as follows : 
 
Accommodation of the Residence - Hall, Dining, Drawing, Morning and Smoking 
Rooms, Small Tower Room, 13 Bed and Dressing Rooms, Bath Room, Box Room, Tower 
Room and ample Domestic Offices, including Servant’s Hall. 
Water Drainage - There is an ample supply of good well water, obtained by pump.  The 
drainage is to a cesspool, and for many years has given complete satisfaction. 
Stabling, Outbuildings Etc - Three Loose Boxes, Stall and Coach-House, Garage, 
Cowshed for 8, Large Medieval Tithe Bar. Lodge - 4 rooms. 
The Garden and Grounds - The gardens and grounds contain many fine trees and are 
inexpensive to maintain.  A striking feature is the beautiful dell, through which wanders a 
stream, and snowdrops, daffodils and narcissi grow there in large quantities.  Flower beds, 
croquet lawn, walled kitchen garden, orchard and well timbered parkland - in all about 48 
acres. 
Soil - the soil is sandy loam. 
Position - In the Parish of Hanham Abbots, 2 miles Bitton Station, 2 miles Keynsham and 
about 5 miles from Bristol and 8 miles from Bath. 
Shooting, Fishing, Hunting, Golf - For its size the property provides quite good shooting.  
The coverts are well placed and possess warm undergrowth, and good, high flying birds 
are obtained.  A purchaser might reasonably expect to kill some 30-40 pheasants and 
100-150 partridges, besides a large number of rabbits.  Excellent fishing can be had in the 
River Avon which practically bounds the property on the south for a distance of nearly a 
mile, and the bag should include salmon, trout, roach and perch.  There is also a large 
private pond which is also well stocked with fish. 
Huntings with the Duke of Beaufort’s, the Berkeley and the Ledbury Fox Hounds. 
There is an excellent Golf Court at Mangotsfield, some 4 1/2 miles distant. 
Tenure - The property is freehold. 
Possession - Possession of the whole of the property will be given on completion of 
purchase. 
Outgoings - commuted Tithe Rent Charge : £5. 12s. 1d 
           Land Tax                 £1.  8s.  4d 
 
The Manor or reputed Manor of Hanham Abbots, otherwise West Hanham is included in 
the Sale. 
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1900-1919        Queen Victoria/Edward VII 
 
Pierre and Henrietta de Carteret    [Pierre died c.1919] 
 
Bristol Times & Mirror : Saturday 18 May 1912 
Part of an article about Hanham Abbots and Church [St George] 
 
‘Hanham Abbots Court, adjoining the church, the residence of Mr P J de Carteret, is one of 
the oldest and most interesting houses in the parish.  In the vicinity around the ancient 
church and court the scene is one of romantic beauty and restfulness.  It is a pleasing 
park-like spot, surrounded with beautiful forest and other trees, whose foliage and 
graceful, pendulous boughs, intermingling with the blue vault of heaven above and the 
greenest of grass below, cast their shadows on and around the picturesque old mansion, 
the venerable little church, or across the silvery quivering surface of the quiet, secluded 
surroundings.  The present mansion is a beautiful old building, standing in charming 
grounds and possesses much both in appearance and position to impress the mind with 
its old associations.’ 
 
It is believed that the Arts and Craft kitchen wing and loggia was built around the 1900s, 
extending the house to the west. 
 
The 1901 Census shows  : 
 
Name        Age 
Pierre J de Carteret      50 
Emma Henrietta de Carteret    50 
Lillian C de Carteret      27 
Elizabeth Mallard - Cousin     87 
8 Servants 
 
Pierre’s maternal grandparents were Pierre Le Viscount and Jeanne Mallard so the 
Elizabeth Mallard living with the family is presumably a relation from that side. 
 
Pierre Jean [John] de Carteret came from a family that had been historically important in 
Jersey since the 12th Century and was very likely to have descended from Philippe de 
Carteret who was Seigneur of St Ouen’s in the mid 15th Century. 
He was born 26th June 1850 in Broad Street, St Helier, the son of Pierre de Carteret and 
Jeanne Elizabeth Le Viscount.  In 1851 he is living with his parents and maternal 
grandparents at 35 Broad Street : 
 
Name        Age 
Peter Le Visconte - Grandfather    64 
Jane Le Visconte - Grandmother    58 
Jane E Le Visconte - Mother    26 
Elizabeth Le Viscount - Aunt    16 
Peter De Carteret - Father     63 
Pierre J de Carteret         9 
Elizabeth Machon - Niece to Peter Le Visconte 23 
Mary Seymour - Servant     23 
 
By 1861 the family have moved to 96 Great Union Road.  Peter appears to have been the 
only child and looking at the age difference between his parents it is perhaps not 
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surprising.  It might have been that Jane was a second wife but when Peter senior and 
Jane married on 21st May 1846 at St Helier Town Church, he is a 56-year-old bachelor 
and Jane is a 21-year-old spinster.  Both their fathers are described as merchants so 
possibly a joining of dynasties. 
Pierre married Emma Henrietta Cave in 1872, the marriage took place in Hartley Wintney 
in Hampshire.  They had 3 children Lillian Cave de Carteret 1874, Harold Richard Le 
Viscount de Carteret in 1875 and Murielle 1876.  All of these children seem to have been 
born in Switzerland which may explain why the family does not appear in the UK census 
again until 1901. 
 
The latest UK census available is 1911 and show the family at Hanham 
 
Name        Age 
Pierre John de Carteret     60 
Julia Janet Cave - sister-in-law    58 
Georgina Cave - sister-in-law    55 
Lily Kitchener      23 
Edith Ollie       27 
Alice Helena Hobbs      19 
Laura Maria Linham     29 
Louisa Bye       16 
Harold Richard de Carteret - son    35 
Hilda Gifford de Carteret - daughter-in-law  34 
 
In 1911 Emma Henrietta is living with her sister Fanny in Gloucestershire [maybe she is 
visiting]/  The census information states that she has been married for 38 years and has 
had 3 children, only one of whom is still living.  Her daughter Lillian married Henry 
Reginald Yeo in 1901 but she died shortly afterwards in 1905, presumably the other 
deceased child was Murielle as nothing more is heard of her.  Emma died in 1916. 
 
Harold Richard, Pierre and Emma’s son served in the Royal Navy during WW1 but died as 
a result of a driving accident 27 January 1919.  
 
In the church of St George, Hanham Abbots there is etched beneath a window which 
reads : 
To the glory of God and in loving memory of Lillian Cave who fell asleep 2 August 1905.  
Beloved wife of Reginald Yeo, dear and only daughter of Pierre and Henrietta de Carteret, 
by whom this window is erected. 
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          Lillian Cave Yeo 
           Died giving 
           birth to her   
                              second child  
           Dorothy Lillian. 
           Seen in photo 
           with her eldest 
           child Richard 
           born 19 June 
           1904 
 
 
 
 
 
Also in the church is a brass description : 
 
“To the memory of Elizabeth Mallard of Bon-air, Jersey born 19 December 1823 entered 
into rest 8 April 1906.  ‘Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord’.  This tablet is erected 
by her loving nephews and nieces.” 
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Elizabeth Mallard was a spinster who died at 1 Sinclair Road, Middlesex, she left her 
estate to Pierre de Carteret - £5,207. 
 
Brass at the west end of the church : 
 
“This church was restored in 1909 through the kindly interest go Mrs Jefferies of Harefield 
Hall, Willsbridge and of A Somerville Dobson Esq, executor of the Tolman Estate, through 
who £400 was granted for this purpose - C W Walker vicar; P J de Carteret, Chapel 
Warden.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Family tree of Pierre de Carteret 
 

Philippe de Carteret 1450 - 1500 Seigneur of St Ouen and Margaret Harliston 
 
| 
 

Pierre de Carteret and Peronelle 
 
| 
 

George de Carteret and Jeanne Messervy 
 
| 
 

Helier de Carteret of St Brelade 
 
| 
 

Richard de Carteret of Franc Fief and Jeanne Pipon 
 
| 
 

Jean de Carteret bap 16/6/1607 St Brelade, married St Brelade 30/1/1638 Elizabeth Piquet 
 
| 
 

Richard de Carteret bap 23/5/1647 St Bredlade married St Brelade 31/8/1672 Judith Richard 
 
| 
 

Jean de Carteret bap. 3/2/1675 St Brelade and Jeanne de Lecq 



 

31 

 
| 
 

Jean de Carteret bap. 18/3/1716 St Brelade married 18/10/1746 St Brelade Elizabeth Belin 
 
| 
 

Jean de Carteret bap. 1748 and Rebecca Rauland 
 
| 
 

Pierre de Carteret bap. 17/9/1786 St Brelade married 21/5/1846 St Helier  
Jeanne Elizabeth Le Visconte 

 
| 
 

Pierre Jean de Carteret 26/6/1850 St Helier 1919 and Emma Henrietta Cave 
 
 

[The dates that can be proven are shown in red] 

  
 
   
 
 
 

Philip and Adele Malet de Carteret 

 -  current Snr Seigneur of Jersey 
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St Ouen Manor, Jersey : September 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Some stories connected with St Ouen Manor are heroic, others tragic.  There is the legend 
of the large black horse - its picture [although it is thought not the original black horse] still 
hangs in the manor - which in the 15th Century saved its master’s life.  When French 
invaders crept up on Phillippe de Carteret when he was fishing in La Mare au Seigneur, he 
leapt on his horse to make his getaway, but, before he could reach the safety of his 
manor, another troop of French soldiers came to the top of the hill to cut off his escape.  
So he had to change course towards Val de la Charrier.  Here, ‘he made his horse leap 
the sunken road at its deepest place where it is twenty-two feet wide, and, spurring 
towards Les Landes, so made his escape.  But before he could reach the manor, his horse 
fell dead beneath him.’ The horse was buried in the manor grounds out of respect for his 
spectacular leap which had saved his master’s life. 
Thirty years later, a heroic deed was carried out by a woman, Margaret, wife of another 
Phillippe de Carteret.  When her husband was thrown unjustly into Gorey Castle prison by 
the Governor of Jersey and challenged to ‘trial by battle’, by one of his henchmen, 
Margaret decided that the only person who could see justice done was the King of 
England himself, Henry VII.  So despite the Governor’s ban on anyone leaving Jersey, and 



 

33 

despite the fact that she had just given birth to her twenty-first child, Margaret begged a 
fisherman to take her as far as Guernsey and from there she took a boat to England. 
Margaret eventually arrived at Henry VII’s court at Sheen just 24-hours before the 
Governor of Jersey himself arrived, to tell the King of Phillippe de Carteret’s supposed 
treachery.  The King was so impressed by her courage that he agreed that her husband 
could be tried by the English Privy Council instead of ‘trial by battle’ in Jersey.  So 
Margaret rushed back to Jersey with the Royal Seal and  arrived just in time to stop the 
rigged ‘trial by battle’.  When Phillippe de Carteret was eventually tried by the Privy Council 
for treason, he was acquitted - so Margaret’s brave journeys had undoubtedly saved her 
husband’s life. 
It is also to a 17th century member of the de Carteret family that Jersey owes its American 
connection.  For his loyalty to the exiled Prince of Wales, later Charles II, Sir George 
Carteret was rewarded by being granted lands off the Virginian coast which he named 
New Jersey.  However, when the territory was occupied by the Dutch in 1664, Sir George 
was granted the land between the Hudson and Delaware rivers instead, which he again 
named after his birthplace, New Jersey.   
 
When Pierre died in 1919 Fry’s Chocolate Factory was opening in Keynsham. 
 
 
In 1847, the Fry's chocolate factory, located in Union Street, Bristol, England, moulded the 
first ever chocolate bar suitable for widespread consumption. The firm began producing 
the Fry’s Chocolate  bar in 1866. Over 220 products were introduced in the following 
decades, including production of the first chocolate Easter Egg in UK in 1873 and the Fry’s 
Turkish Delight (or Fry's Turkish bar) in 1914. In 1896 the firm became a registered private 
company. It was run by the Fry family, with Joseph Storrs Fry II grandson of the first 
Joseph Storrs Fry, as the chairman. 

 

An employee of Fry's, H. J Packer went on in 1881 to establish his own chocolate 
business in Bristol. At its eventual home in Greenbank, Bristol, Packer's Chocolate would 
continue to provide local competition for Fry's which would continue until 2006 under 
various owners and brands, from Bonds through to Famous Names and Elizabeth Shaw. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Somerdale Factory, Keynsham 
 
 

 

Near the start of World War I the company was one of the largest employers in Bristol. 
Joseph Storrs Fry II died in 1913. By 1919 the company merged with Cadbury’s chocolate 
and the joint company named British Cocoa and Chocolate Company. Under Egbert 
Cadbury the Fry's division began the move to Somerdale, Keynsham in 1923. After 1981 
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the name Fry's was no longer in use at Somedale, but the factory was still a major 
producer of Cadbury's products. 

On 3 October 2007, Cadbury announced plans to close the Somerdale plant, the historic 
home of the Fry's Factory, by 2010 with the loss of some 500 jobs. In an effort to maintain 
competitiveness in a global marketplace, production would be moved to a new factory in 
Poland. Another motivational factor was the high real estate value of the land. Labour MP 
for Wansdyke, Dan Norris said "news of the factory's closure is a hard and heavy blow, not 
just to the workforce, but to the Keynsham community as a whole". 

In February 2010, following the takeover of Cadbury plc by Kraft Foods, the closure was 
confirmed to take place in 2011. In the longer term it is likely the greenfield site will be re-
classified and provide Keynsham with additional housing. 
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1920  [exact date 27.04.1920]   George V 

 
Mr Frank H Stevens [Stephens] 

Daisy Agnes Stevens 1830 - 1962 [in church] 

Mr & Mrs Stevens lived in Hanham Court until 1962 

During World War II Captain Francis Creswicke of the Lorne Scots of Canada [son of 
Alfred Edwin Horace Creswicke] spent his leaves with the Stevens at the Court. 

It was purchased by Mr Cox in 1964. 
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Sold soon after to 

Mr A Victor Osmond who was an enterprising and popular auctioneer. 

By 1923 the house was unoccupied 

House & Gardens in 1993
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1993-2012    Queen Elizabeth II 

 

Julian and Isabel Bannerman 

In 1993 Julian and Isabel Bannerman moved to Hanham Court from The Ivy, Chippenham, 
Wiltshire with their two sons (Ismay and Rex) and began the huge job of restoring the 
house and gardens.  Their third son (Gilbert) was born after the move to Hanham.  

Before they arrived there really was no garden - just the main lawn in a wilderness of 
shrubs and brambles, stretching from one side of the estate to the other and right up to the 
edge of the ivy clad house 

Julian and Isabel are award-winning garden designers to the Prince of Wales, they have 
created over fifteen years a deeply romantic and scented garden.  The formal garden has 
luscious borders of old roses, tree peonies, lilies and fountains.  An amazing ‘Dancing 
Crown’ fountain is in the woodland garden, which has a stream, pools, snowdrops, tree 
ferns, magnolias and temples.  Outside of the walls lies a miniature park, a downland of 
wild flower meadows overlooking the River Avon and an orchard.  Behind the Tithe Barn is 
a small vegetable and cutting garden and near it the loggia, where the teas and plants 
were sold. 

The gardens were first opened to 
the public in 2008 and over the past 
few years many people have visited 
and enjoyed the gardens. In 2010 
Hanham Court Garden was voted 
‘No.1 Dreamy Garden’ by the BBC 
Gardens Illustrated Magazine.  

 

Above: Hanham Court Gardens, after the Bannermans 
landscaping. Right: Julian and Isabel Bannerman 
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Left: Dining Hall, 2011. 
Below: Library, 2011. 
Bottom: Main Lawn, July 
2011
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In collating all this information there are many acknowledgements to make : 

 

Bristol Museum and Reference Library 

Gloucestershire Notes & Queries 

Hanham Parish Magazine - Centenary Number October 1942 

Western Daily Press c. 1920 

The Story of Hanham [author unknown] 

Bristol Library Archives 

M Shed, Bristol 

Bristol Museum 

Bristol Records Office 

A Short History of Hanham [C H Painter] 

Alison & Dave Smith : Church of St George 

Pam Phelps : Jersey Archives 

Susan Kydd-Haynes : The Creswicke family 

Philip & Adele Malet de Carteret : St Ouen Manor, Jersey 

Sophie Wright : The de-Carteret family 

Judy Irwin : The Creswicke Family 

The Warmley Heritage Museum 

As with archive material spellings and dates vary with sources therefore I cannot 
guarantee that the details in this document are absolutely accurate.  

I couldn’t have put this together without a great deal of help and much kindness from so 
many people.  Thank you to everyone involved.  

 


